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Combined with our search system, the hundred plus memaos in the Mews Archive offer a compendium of information (mainly) about
culture in east-central Europe.

This homepage is at the service of those who are interested in how cultural life - cultural activities and products - are being financed and
administered in east-central European countries

We are not advocating methods, priorities or policies. We are

» Being an Observatory, we want to observe (present, interpret,

compare and analyse) facts and processes not promoting arists or projects. We cannot get you money.
» We are looking for what is commaon and what is different in the « \We are not an academic institution although we wantto be a
countries between the Baltic and the Adriatic Seas. reliable source for researchers. (And interesting for commaon
» We wantto be as practical as possible - this explains the folks, too.)
simplicity of our site, too. We hope to save on your telecom bill « We do not build huge data-banks but want to find relevant points
by omitting fancy images and information which one can absorb without being lastin the
= We hope to be consulted at decision making, pro and con: to sea of statistics.

We will not get far without your contributions.
This is not an astronomical website

provide references from other countries in order to help good
measures and haltbad ones.

We want to remain within the broadly defined domain of
“financing culture”. Broadly, in the sense to make excursions
into policy, law, management etc. Broad, too, is our definition of

culture.
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The Budapest Observatory receives structural grant from
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Profile

Website’s name / Domain THE BUDAPEST OBSERVATORY

Country of origin

Geographical scope

http://www.budobs.org

Hungary
National
EU

PEC[TEYA ool HEREGEREEIESN English / Only English

Website owner

Contact

Type of organisation

Péter Inkei - director

Non-profit organisation




Description of the owner organisation The mission of The Budapest Observatory is to be of
help for those who want to know more about the
conditions (finances, legislation, governance, policies) of
cultural life  (cultural activities, products and
organisations) in Eastern-central European countries.

[gg o] c=1aTol=00) M s GRS I B sM  The website is the main dissemination instrument of the
organisation structure observatory’s activity portfolio.

Description of the website’s mission and objectives including the main activities of the
website and which domains and disciplines are addressed, as well as how the
accomplishment of the mission is facilitated

Mission

Budapest observatory positions itself as an expert on the conditions (finances, legislation,
governance, policies) of cultural life (cultural activities, products and organisations) in east-
central European countries.

Objective

o Facilitate research, collect and provide information and establish contacts in the areas of the
financing of culture, cultural policy, legislation and statistics.

Website facilities

Kind of facilities -Information repositories (news, events, documents,
downloads)

-Contact us

Member / non-member facilities No member facilities
Importance within the website content -

Frequency of usage 2,500

Number of visitors
(monthly):

Frequency of website Wieeipimentily

updating by the website
owner:

DI IR ( CIRWE SIS WA TA AN CETT| (SR (o]  The Budapest Observatory is a member of CIRCLE,
7e) i alelelelnal a0 allor-Nilo g M= lo Mo [S1o 1= M0l =  Cultural Information and Research Centres Liaison in
European / cross-border level? Europe, Culture Action Europe (formerly EFAH, the
European Forum for the Arts and Heritage), and Encatc,
the European Network of Cultural Administration Training
Centres.

Evaluation of the website

(TS (o g =g o Moo [T f\VEISHRETel oo Ty o [Sa I [sTg 1M - Attitude towards the  The  organisation  promotes

of mission European idea, collaboration and cross-border
incorporation of the exchange between European
European idea countries by promoting the

necessary knowledge to operate
at a cultural level within east
central Europe.

Cultural values Dialogue—exchange—debate

Innovation and creativity




Presentation, navigation, structure

Trustfulness

Main strength

Main drawback

Usage of communication facilities

The website is easy to navigate and clearly structured.
No graphic elements or pictures are being used in the
whole website as the organisation intends to be as
practical as possible and according to its homepage,
avoid any unnecessary bloat.

The observatory receives its backing through grants and
backing from the UNESCO, and the Hungarian
government amongst others.

Huge network with other cultural organisations from
Eastern Central Europe.

No user contribution possible. The website philosophy
and functionalities are developed around a Web 1.0
paradigm and could greatly benefit from a shift towards
newer, Web 2.0 functionalities. At least RSS syndication
of its document repositories should be considered, as it
would be very beneficial for researchers interested in the
organisations’ outcomes.

Communication through the website is restricted to
traditional offline and online methods (email, phone)




